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A masterpiece by architect-builder Lemuel
Porter. Notice the unusual treatment of wood
sheathing, with matched boards, on all four
sides of this square, Federal style house, and
the central doorway flanked by two-story
reeded Ionic pilasters. The original roof line,
a simple north-south gable, was altered in the
1870s, as were the front doorway and entry
porch. The Tuscan tower was probably add-
ed at the same time. The interior barrel
vaulted ceiling is unique to Hudson and rare
in the Western Reserve. Two plaster ceilings
with Adamesque designs are original and
seldom encountered this far west. Elaborate
carving on mantels, moldings, window and
door frames is done in a delicate Adamesque
design. Actual swamp reed is glued to the
mantel and chair rail instead of carving. The
parlor woodwork is oval medallion, with a
bow at the top, and similar details are found
in other rooms. The random width wain-
scoting 1s original.

Built for Benjamin Whedon, who came to
Hudson in 1805, this house has been an inn,

a young ladies’ seminary and a Hudson
primary school.
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Samples of exterior detail
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