
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ● 1140 Terex Road ● Hudson, Ohio 44236 ● (330) 342-1790 
  

Date:  May 11, 2020  

To:  Jane Howington, City Manager  

From:  Greg Hannan, Community Development Director 

CC:  Thomas J. Sheridan, Asst City Manager  

Re:  COVID 19 Response – Merchant Support  

 

As a follow up to the discussion on May 5,2020, City staff is completing individual phone calls 

with approximately 30 merchants across various industries including retail, restaurant, service, 

medical, and office.  The phone calls are informing staff of the necessary programs needed to 

support the small business community.  Staff is also commencing regular meetings with 

Destination Hudson, Merchants of Hudson, and Hudson Area Chamber of Commerce to 

determine what assistance programs are needed.     

Listed below is the further development of programs introduced at the May 5, 2020 meeting. 

Land Development Code:  moratoriums on the following until Dec 31, 2020.  Staff recommends 

first introduction and reading on May 19, Second reading June 2nd, Planning Commission 

recommendation June 8th and third reading and possible action on June 16, 2020.   

1. Temporary signs:  Moratorium to suspend the enforcement of the regulations associated 

with the nonresidential use of temporary window and temporary ground signage as set 

forth in the Land Development Code Section 1207.17. This moratorium would be 

modeled on ORD. 2019-041 (attached) which placed a moratorium on enforcement of 

window signage regulations while proposed amendments were being studied.      

 

2. Expiration of permits and board approvals:  Moratorium to suspend the expiration of the 

time periods set forth in LDC Section 1203.02(g)(4), 1203.07(e), and 1203.09(h)(3)(c), 

so that any time period which expires pursuant to the applicable section shall 

automatically be extended through December 31, 2020.  This moratorium would be 

modeled on ORD. 2010-057 (attached) which extended all such approvals an additional 

year.     

3. Outdoor Sales/Dining:  Staff is still researching current LDC allowances along with the 

needs of merchants.  At this time no formal moratoriums are being considered.     

 

 

 



City Services/Programs: 

4. Outdoor Seating:  Provide outdoor picnic tables in the downtown greens and cafe seating

along the public sidewalks for carry out service from restaurants (see attached Plain

Dealer Article)

Note:  Merchants have also expressed interest in accommodating alcohol consumption 

in compliance with state and local regulations.  Additional study will be needed to 

determine if such would be feasible.   

5. Parking:  Installation of curbside service reserved parking stall signage adjacent to

restaurants and businesses in need of such dedicated turnover spaces.

6. Promotion:  ongoing promotion to support shop local efforts through social media,

website, and promotional videos.

7. Connecting resources:  City staff continue to connect business to available state and

federal resources.

8. Activate Downtown:  The virus restrictions will not allow for large scale festivals in the

community.  Additional activation of downtown can occur with smaller scale, more

frequent enhancements:

a. Downtown public art

b. Light up the clock tower, streetscape

c. Micro events:  Chalk art, sidewalk signage, small scale live music, pop up

displays

d. Downtown banners on light poles

Attachments: 

1. Ordinance 2010-57 moratorium regarding expiration of approvals

2. Ordinance 2019-41moratoirum regarding temporary signage

3. Plan Dealer Article from May 10, 2020 regarding outdoor seating






















