
Hudson WWI Memorial Restoration & Centennial

World War One Centennial 1918 – 2018 
World War One was a watershed in American history. The United States' decision to join the battle on 
April 6, 1917 "to make the world safe for democracy" proved pivotal in securing allied victory — a victory 
that would usher in the American Century.

In the war's aftermath, individuals, towns, cities, counties, and states all felt compelled to mark the war, 
as did colleges, businesses, clubs, associations, veterans groups, and houses of worship. Thousands of 
memorials, from simple honor rolls, to plaques/tablets, to Doughboy sculptures, to grandiose 
architectural ensembles, were erected throughout the US in the 1920s and 1930s, blanketing the 
American landscape.

Each of these memorials, regardless of size or expense, has a story. But sadly, as we enter the war's 
centennial period, these memorials and their very purpose – to honor in perpetuity the more than four 
million Americans who served in the war and the more than 116,000 who were killed – have largely been 
forgotten. And while many memorials are carefully tended, others have fallen into disrepair through 
neglect, vandalism, or theft. Some have been destroyed.

Hudson’s surviving WWI Memorial is our most significant link to the war. The WWI Memorial is a vital 
window onto the conflict, its participants, and those determined to remember them. Restoring and 
rediscovering the WWI Memorial and the stories it tells will contribute to its physical and cultural 
rehabilitation—a fitting commemoration of the war and the sacrifices it entailed.

Goals and Objectives of the Hudson WWI Memorial Restoration:

1. Research and Documentation of WWI Memorial – historical documents, newspaper clippings, 
photographs, physical measurements, plan/elevation drawings, etc.

2. Research and Recognition of the 81 individuals Listed – work with Hudson Historical Society, School 
District and Western Reserve Academy students/classes to research the stories/history of each 
individual, their role in the war (including before and after), etc. and to publish their stories (weekly) 
leading‐up to the centennial commemoration and restoration of the WWI Memorial.

3. Develop Extent of Restoration Effort & Associated Costs (Options) – restoration or replacement of 
the stone base? Memorial elements (Missing Cannon?), Landscape elements, etc. A WWI Memorial 
that will last for the next 100‐years!

4. Restoration of the Bronze Tablet/Plaque – removal, cleaning, restoration and re‐bronzing (patina) 
of the tablet/plaque.

5. Fundraising Goals & Opportunities

6. Develop a Restoration Plan & Schedule for Implementation
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Based on the criteria of the 100 Cities / 100 Memorials: A National Matching Grant Challenge To 
Preserve WWI Memorials, the following is a project schedule of important milestone dates, as we look to 
complete the Hudson WWI Memorial Restoration & Centennial project by the Centennial of Armistice 
Day in 2018:

January 2017 – Hudson organizations/individuals meeting to discuss WWI Memorial Restoration project. 
Historical research and documentation on the background of the memorial.

February/March – Historical research and documentation on the background of the memorial. 
Introduction and discussions with City of Hudson.

April – Development of a plan, options, resources, budget, schedule for the restoration.

April 6, 2017 – Centennial of the United States entering WWI. Public announcement (local papers, 
websites, etc.) of intent/plans of Hudson WWI Memorial restoration and commemoration initiatives, 
encouragement of local service and veterans organizations, schools and community groups to 
collaborate/participate, contribute/donate, etc.

May 2017 – Grant Application preparation/finalization

June 15, 2017 – Grant Application submission deadline

Summer/Fall 2017 – Finalize plans, documents, and funding for WWI Memorial restoration.

September 2017 – Research and Recognition of the 81 individuals Listed on the WWI Memorial plaque; 
work with Hudson Historical Society, City of Hudson School District and Western Reserve Academy 
students/classes to research the stories/history of each individual, their role in the war (including before 
and after), etc. and to publish their stories (weekly) leading‐up to the centennial commemoration and 
restoration of the WWI Memorial.

November 11, 2017 – Grant Awards announced

December 1, 2017 – Grant Contracts sent to award winners

Summer/Fall 2018 – Begin restoration project of WWI Memorial: landscape, pedestal, plaque, etc.

November 11, 2018 – Armistice Day Celebration. Dedication of the WWI Memorial.
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