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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH B&C
COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A POLICE/DISPATCH RADIO MICROWAVE
CONNECTION PROJECT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Brief Description.: A resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into contract with B&C Communications
in the amount of $69,625.00 for equipment and professional services relating to the implementation of a
dispatch dedicated radio microwave radio connection to the Summit County digital radio system.

Legislative History: 2020 Dispatch Upgrade Project

Resolution No. 19-162, authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Purchase Agreement with Motorola
Solutions, Inc. for the purchase of a police/dispatch radio console system; passed November 19, 2019.

Resolution No. 19-163, authorizing a hosted 911 solution Lease Agreement with AT&T; passed November 19,
2019.

Resolution No. 19-164, authorizing a dedicated leased circuit Lease Agreement with AT&T; passed November
19, 2019.
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Resolution No. 19-165, authorizing a Memorandum of Understanding with Bath for rollover 911 services;
passed November 19, 2019.

Purpose and Explanation

The microwave system currently requested by the Police Department, as part of the implementation of the
larger Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP; i.e. 911 call taking and dispatch center) upgrade strategy initially
approved in November of 2019, is a critical part of this PSAP Modernization Project in that the microwave
system allows the new dispatch radio consoles to connect the Hudson Police Department dispatch center to
the core of the Summit County Akron 800 MHz Regional Radio System (SCA8RRS) / State of Ohio MARCS
radio network. Utilizing existing fiber from Velocity Broadband between the Police Department and the water
tower on Milford Drive behind Acme, one half of the microwave system will be installed on the north leg and
will be pointed directly to the Summit County tower site on Chamberlain Road in Twinsburg, where the other
half of the microwave system will be located. These two microwave nodes will provide a highly secure, low
latency, point-to-point, dedicated link between those two sites connecting Hudson to the Summit County
SCA8RRS / Ohio MARCS systems operating within the FCC licensed radio spectrum. The county / state
Motorola Solutions Inc. radio systems do not support an internet-based VPN type link from dispatch centers. A
direct connection is a required component of the entire project, and B&C Communications will be the primary
vendor, just as they are for the other parts of this project. B&C Communications completed a very similar
project for the City of Twinsburg when they recently updated their dispatch center. B&C Communications is the
vendor of choice, as well as authorized Motorola Service Center Service Elite Specialist, and will support and
maintain other parts of our public safety answering point including 911 systems, dispatch consoles, radios, and
other equipment.

Legal Authority for Proposed Legislation
Pursuant to Charter Section 6.04:

Competitively bid and advertised for two consecutive weeks
Joint or Cooperative Purchase Program

_X Professional Services
Other

Fiscal Impact

X Currently Budgeted (2020 Budget; $69,625.00)
Supplemental Appropriation Required
Appropriation Not Required

Does this legislation require use of an emergency clause?

X Yes - Staff anticipates three Council readings however requests that this legislation becomes effective
immediately after passage.
No
Suggested Action

Staff recommends approval of this resolution.
Submitted by,

Jane Howington, City Manager
Perry Tabak, Chief of Police
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