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1919 Hudson WWI Memorial Restoration 2019

West elevation of Clock Tower with restored WWI Memorial bronze tablet photo superimposed.West elevation of Clock Tower with original WWI Memorial Bronze Tablet, ca.1920s

“The Decoration Day exercises were held in the town hall at 1 p.m., opening 
with the singing of “The Star-Spangled Banner”… The meeting closed with the 
singing of “America.” The audience then went into the park where the second 

part of the program was carried out, which consisted of unveiling and 
presenting the bronze tablet which has been placed on the clock tower in the 

park to commemorate the services of the men from Hudson who were engaged 
with the U.S. military forces in the great World War.”

 – “Memorial Day was Fittingly Observed”, The Northern Summit Independence, June 5, 1919
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Existing Hudson WWI Memorial, 08.15.15



Bronze Tablet-Plaque Removal 09.19.18

(2) Rusted steel anchors 
(top/bottom, right side) 
were detached from 
bronze plaque

Moist, loose sand infill, 
found “packed” behind 
bronze plaque and 
between mortar/stone 
infill backing.

Missing cement mortar 
and stones.

Dark areas indicate water 
infiltration (from above) 
and moisture

Small brick and stone 
“rubble” pieces used for 
pedestal/base infill

Unprotected top with 
loose, cracking or missing 
mortar, allowed water to 
permeate inside
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BRONZE TABLET & EAGLE
RESTORATION

• Restoration work was completed in October 
2018 by McKay Lodge Fine Art Conservation 
Laboratory in Oberlin, OH. 

• The Plaque (Image #1) and Eagle (Image #2) 
were heavily corroded and stained.

• The back of the plaque had concrete deposits 
bonded to the surface (Image #3). 

• The Plaque and the Eagle were both air-
abrasive cleaned by the JOS method utilizing 
glass powder, water and air at approximately 
40-60 psi. (Images #4 & #5).

• The plaque and eagle were patinated to a color 
close to the standard of the original “Statuary 
Brown” (Images #6 & #7).

• Microcrystalline wax was applied to the 
surface with heat to create a protective coating. 
(Images #8 & #9).

• Maintenance Recommendations
Once a year the plaque and eagle should be 
washed with water at normal hose pressures, 
dried, and a coating of cold pastewax should be 
applied to the surface and buffed when the 
solvent in the wax has evaporated.

• At 3-5 year intervals, a professional 
conservator should examine how well the wax 
coating is holding up and determine when a 
heat applied wax touch up will be required.
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AFTERBEFORE



1919 Hudson WWI Memorial Dedication 2019

WWI Memorial Bronze Tablet Dedication, Veterans Day, 11.11.18
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WWI Memorial Bronze Tablet Dedication, Veterans Day, 11.11.18



Hudson’s WWI Veteran 
“Victory” Medal

Presented By The People 
of Hudson, O. To 

B.E. Turner 
In Grateful Recognition of 

Their Service in the 
WORLD WAR 
1917-1919

Bruce Ewell Turner
1892-1964 

David Hudson Lee 
1883-1919 

 It would appear that Hudson can claim but one mortal casualty of 
the war itself: young David Hudson Lee, 5th generation from town 

founder David Hudson (1761-1836). Young David joined the 
“doughboys” in World War I, was on the front in a number of 

major offensives and actually survived the hostilities, but was sent 
into Germany with the U.S. Army of Occupation and died there in 
Koblenz, from Pneumonia on June 5, 1919, at the age of twenty-

six. The Hudson WWI Memorial bronze tablet would be dedicated 
a week earlier.
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Charter Members of Hudson’s 
The American Legion, Lee-Bishop Post 464

The Turner Brothers (Bruce, Donald & Francis)
Home from WWI, ca.1919
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1919 Hudson WWI Memorial Designation 2019

WWI Memorial Bronze Tablet Dedication, Veterans Day, 11.11.18



1919 – 20191919 – 2019

1919 Hudson WWI Memorial Restoration 2019

WWI Memorial Bronze Tablet (with temporary wood base) Dedication, Veterans Day, 11.11.18
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WEST (BACK) ELEVATION WITH ENGRAVED POEM (OPTIONAL) SOUTH (SIDE) ELEVATION

PLAN / SECTION (3” SLABS OPTION)
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IN FLANDERS FIELDS
IN FLANDERS FIELDS THE POPPIES BLOW
BETWEEN THE CROSSES, ROW ON ROW,

THAT MARK OUR PLACE; AND IN THE SKY
THE LARKS, STILL BRAVELY SINGING, FLY
SCARCE HEARD AMID THE GUNS BELOW.

WE ARE THE DEAD, SHORT DAYS AGO
WE LIVED, FELT DAWN, SAW SUNSET GLOW,
LOVED AND WERE LOVED, AND NOW WE LIE,

IN FLANDERS FIELDS.

TAKE UP OUR QUARREL WITH THE FOE:
TO YOU FROM FAILING HANDS WE THROW
THE TORCH; BE YOURS TO HOLD IT HIGH.

IF YE BREAK FAITH WITH US WHO DIE
WE SHALL NOT SLEEP, THOUGH POPPIES GROW

IN FLANDERS FIELDS

- LT. COLONEL JOHN MCCRAE, 1915
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Russell Stone Quarry, Grampian, PA

1919 Hudson WWI Memorial Sandstone 2019



1919 Hudson WWI Memorial Site & Scale 2019

WWI Memorial Bronze Tablet Dedication, Veterans Day, 11.11.18

Hudson’s first Earth Day, April 22, 1970
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WWI Memorial Bronze Tablet Dedication, Veterans Day, 11.11.18
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